
National Judges Cup 2008 was held in San Diego, California January 4-6.  
The Alabama State Level 7 Team sponsored by Alabama NAWGJ was com-
posed of Jessica Baines – NSG, Chrissy Haggins – JFJ, Courtney Pickett – 
MTB, Micaela Serrano – NSG, Gracen Standley – PLA and Kelleen Sullivan 
– JUB.  The national competition was a new experience for these talented 
young athletes and they left the competition with new goals and a determina-
tion to improve their skills.  With 6 on the team 5 scores counted.  The 6 gym-
nast were divided into two back to back sessions.  The Alabama team score 
was a 178.250.  Southern California placed first with 193.375, Washington 
State was second with 189.975 and Northern California was third with 
189.425.  Other State Teams participating were Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Lou-
isiana, Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Pennsyl-
vania, and Texas.   The Level 7 Team competition has developed into a very 
intense challenge.  The gymnasts places in their age group were: 

 Jessica Baines – NSG  Chrissy Haggins – JFJ  
 Vault 9.325 4th   Vault 9.3 6 
 Bars 9.3 4th   Bars 8.1 11 
 Beam 9.325 5   Beam 8.0 11 
 Floor 9.15 7   Floor 8.475 11 
 AA 37.10 5   AA 33.875 10 
 Courtney Pickett – MTB  Micaela Serrano – NSG 
 Vault 8.875 29   Vault 9.075 18 
 Bars 9.125 20   Bars 8.825 26 
 Beam 8.4 30   Beam 7.8 31 
 Floor 8.9 27   Floor 8.85 28 
 AA 35.30 27   AA 34.55 31 

 Gracen Standley – PLA  Kelleen Sullivan – JUB 
 Vault 9.05 6   Vault 8.7 21 
 Bars 8.675 9   Bars 8.45 20  
 Beam 7.9 11   Beam 8.975 18 
 Floor 9.45 3   Floor 9.3 17 
 AA 35.075    AA 35.425   20 
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For the majority of these young athletes they 
had never been to a large facility to compete.  
All of them had competed out of state but the 
size of the venue was a very new experience 
for them.  The whole purpose of this program 
for the talented Alabama Level 7 team mem-
bers is to expose them to national competi-
tion and expose them to new experiences so 
as they move up in levels they will have the 
composure during competition.  As our op-
tional season has progressed I have watched 
these young athletes become more comfort-
able in competition and improve on their 

BACKGROUND CHECKS!! 
Many of you have asked what the procedure 
was like so I thought I would give you some 
information since I have completed my back-
ground check.  I went on line with USAG and 
renewed my membership and was issued a 
new membership card even before my back-
ground check was submitted.  I completed 
my background check on line and submitted 
it and it took about 45 days for the “green 
light email” to arrive.  I have not had a name 
change in 39 years and have lived in the 
same house for over 25 years.  It is very im-
portant that you submit your information for 
the background check about 2 months before 
your membership renewal date occurs.  I un-
derstand when Meet Directors go on line and 
check the judges and coaches current USAG 
membership for meets there will be a pend-
ing notice if you have submitted your infor-
mation for a background check  and before it 
clears. 

When you receive your “green light email” 
concerning your background check please 
forward or print and mail a copy to Phyllis 
Thompson, Membership Chairman.  The let-
ter will go in your personal profile so we can 
keep track of which judges have completed 
their background check and up to date with 
all professional memberships.  

 

JUDGE’S ACCOUNTS 
 

The deadline to use all your money held in 
your Alabama NAWGJ Account will be Au-
gust 1st.  Each judge was sent an email to 
confirm the exact amount at their deposal for 
educational needs for the summer.  Do not 
ask for an extension and please be prompt 
with your vouchers and receipts.   

skills.  The coaches have expressed how 
much this competition has meant to their 
gymnast and how much they learned from 
the experience.  As judges, we earn nice 
paychecks for our services and this is one 
small way we can give back to the gymnast 
and coaches in our state and help with the 
development of our young athletes. 

Debbie Walls and I were the judges from Ala-
bama this year.  There were teams from Cal-
vins and Legends that competed in the nu-
merous other sessions at NJC this year. 

Next years National Judge’s Cup is in our 
part of the country in Daytona Beach, Flor-
ida.  I hope more judges will volunteer their 
time and give something back to the sport.  
In the past we have had as many as four 
judges from Alabama traveling to NJC to vol-
unteer their time.  I will help with your ex-
penses as much as possible so if you are 
interested please let me know and I will 
make sure you have the information.  You 
can go to the official NJC web site at 
www.judgescup.com and find the preliminary 
information and results from previous years. 
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In Addition to the information for 2009 Na-
tional and Brevet Courses, please be sure 
you fill out this form and send it in. 

 

National/Brevet Intent Form  

 

 

DATES FOR  
YOUR CALENDAR 

 
 
 
 
 

I know many of you have already made edu-
cational plans for the summer but make sure 
you have marked your calendar with new op-
portunities. 

May 30  Alabama State Banquet 

May 31-June 1 State Clinic – Tuscaloosa – 
This year Judy Dorbransky is one of the clini-
cians so I know you don’t want to miss this 
important opportunity.  Our state banquet is 
usually set during this clinic so it will be easy 
for everyone to attend.  I hope you will ar-
range your schedule so you will be able to 
attend this year and honor our graduating 
athletes, regional qualifiers, Level 9 Eastern 
and Level 10 National qualifiers, state coach 
of the year and state judge of the year. 

June 19-21  National Congress, Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania 

July 17-20  Region 8 Congress, Jackson-

ville, Florida 

August 2 & 3  Alabama Judge’s Retreat, 
Diane Peeks house (outside Birmingham in 
Hueytown).  Sheila Ragle, Region 8 Regional 
Judging Director.  Bring your sleeping bags.  
This is a free clinic for all Alabama judges.  
Food will be furnished.  Can’t beat a free 
clinic, free accommodations, and free food!!! 

 

August 22-24  Compulsory Judge’s Cup.  
This is the last year to earn extra money to 
help with the expenses of attending a 
NAWGJ related symposium/clinic for the re-
certification year.  All Extra Education Money 
is based on the time each individual judge 
has volunteered for Compulsory Judge’s 
Cup. 

 

September 12-14 National Team Training 
Camp, Gymnastics Academy of Georgia, 
Marietta, Georgia. 

 

January 2-4, 2009  National Judge’s Cup,    
Daytona Beach, Florida 

 

Dear AL NAWGJ, 

 
Thank you for the spray 

of flowers you sent when my mother 
passed away. 

 
It is amazing how many people sent 
cards, prayers, and kind words.  
They all meant the world to our fam-
ily. 

 
Phyllis 
 

 

http://alanawgj.org/downloads/Nat'l%20_BrevetCourse2009intentform.doc

